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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ADDRESSING THE CONCERNS OF 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is 
such a pleasure and honor to be back 
here after our recess. Obviously there 
are matters of concern for all Ameri-
cans. Obviously since we were here 
last, the voters have spoken, and spo-
ken pretty loudly. 

But there are a number of things that 
concern Americans. There have been 
significant Tea Party groups and orga-
nizers here talking. It looks like those 
folks have found out that Americans 
have voices, and they can be heard. 

One of the great things I think that 
has been realized across America is 
once again it is being acknowledged 
that the people are the government. 
Every couple of years we have a hiring 
day to hire servants who will step up 
and do the will of the government, the 
people, as directed by the people. 

Well, they have forgotten for a while 
that hiring day is Election Day, and 
you shouldn’t go into it unless you are 
properly prepared, as any good em-
ployer would be, by reading the re-
sumes, talking to the candidates, doing 
interviews and seeing who would be the 
best hire to be the public servant from 
that area, the employee. Boy, their 
voices were heard this year. 

So it is quite reassuring. And I am 
pleased to work with folks across the 
aisle, I know we all are, to move for-
ward with the things that the Amer-
ican people have once more said are 
very important. 

If you go back to November of 2006, 
you find out the people really haven’t 
changed their opinion much. They 
made it clear in November of 2006 that 
they were not going to tolerate the def-
icit spending that the Republican ma-
jority was doing. They didn’t care who 
was in the majority. They still don’t. 
They want the deficit spending to stop. 

They wanted it to stop in November 
of 2006, so they made their voices clear 
and said, okay, Democrats, you have 
promised us that if we make you the 
majority, you have promised to end the 

deficit spending, because the Repub-
licans, my goodness, they have run $100 
billion, $200 billion deficits in one year. 
It was outrageous. Who knew that 
within 4 years that a Democratic ad-
ministration would be deficit spending 
done by Republicans on steroids, ten 
times the kind of deficit that was an-
ticipated in one year. We can’t con-
tinue as a country with that kind of 
spending going on. It has to be stopped. 

But we were hearing in the last week 
the cry of people across America too 
about this lame duck session. Now, it 
is nice, we had some lovely votes to-
night: The Copyright Cleanup, Clari-
fication, and Corrections Act; recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of Ruby 
Bridges desegregating a previously all- 
white public elementary school—very 
worthwhile; and the third vote tonight, 
honoring the 30th anniversary of the 
Bayh-Dole Act, which it sounds like 
most people don’t know what that was. 

But, nonetheless, people are scared 
that it is going to get a lot more seri-
ous than that, because they made their 
voices heard in the election. We don’t 
want people coming at us with that 
crap-and-trade bill and saying we are 
going to shove this down your throats 
like we did the health care bill. They 
didn’t want the health care bill. They 
thought they made it clear, but they 
were not listened to. 

They made it clear they don’t want 
the elimination of what my wonderful 
elementary, junior high, and high 
school teachers, who nearly all of them 
were supporters of the Democratic 
Party, taught. All of those teachers 
made clear in my growing up that a 
very important foundation in any 
democratic republic like ours is the se-
cret ballot. Now we still have this bill 
out there, the card check bill, that will 
eliminate secret ballots. 

We can just think back in our own 
Chamber here to the race for majority 
leader between STENY HOYER and John 
Murtha, the late John Murtha. Speaker 
PELOSI, speaker-to-be PELOSI had made 
clear she wanted John Murtha to be 
her majority leader. They seemed to 
have worked closely on the issue of 
bashing President Bush over the mili-
tary operations and trying to stop him 
at every turn. In return, he was named 
speaker-to-be by PELOSI as her choice 
to be majority leader. 

Well, who in their right mind would 
go against someone who is clearly so 
adept at using political power as the 
gentlelady from San Francisco, if she 
knew who was going to go against her 
choice? But the fact is, like the Repub-
lican Caucus, the Democratic Caucus 
used a secret ballot, so the people in 
the Democratic Party after the Novem-
ber 2006 elections were free to choose 
the person they most wanted to be the 
majority leader, and that ended up 
being the gentleman from Maryland, 
Mr. HOYER. 

Had a similar card check bill been 
shoved through this Congress to force 
the Democratic Party to have the se-
cret ballot eliminated, then I think 

you could anticipate that the late John 
Murtha would have been majority lead-
er, and the will of the Democratic 
Members in this body would have been 
overwhelmed simply because such a 
primary component to a democracy 
was removed, the secret ballot. 

We don’t need to remove the secret 
ballot so that might will make right, 
instead of right standing on its own. 
The ballot has to be secret in any orga-
nization in which anyone wants it to be 
secret. Take Robert’s Rules of Order, of 
the requirement to have a secret vote. 

Of course, out here when we are 
doing the people’s business, it can’t be 
secret, because we are employees, we 
are servants, sent up here to do the 
people’s will, so it shines up on the 
wall exactly how we vote when we 
vote. 

But one of the things that people 
should have learned after this Novem-
ber election, including Senators that 
are up for election 2 years from now, is 
if you jam another one of these bills 
down somebody’s throat, the people’s 
throats across America, as you did 
health care, you will be looking for a 
place to retire or another job. 

Now, one thing: If they do ram 
through the crap-and-trade bill as it 
passed through the House with 300 
pages of amendments filed at 3-some-
thing a.m. in the morning, where we 
didn’t have time to read them all, I was 
able to get to the point in the bill, I 
think it was around page 900-some-
thing, where there was a fund created 
in there to help pay people who lose 
their jobs as a result of that bill. Al-
though we heard from people across the 
aisle no one would lose their jobs as a 
result of that bill, it turns out the peo-
ple that actually wrote that bill, what-
ever special interest group it was, per-
haps Wall Street, because they are 
going to be engorged with riches if that 
bill passes and more union jobs will be 
lost, it will be a disaster for working 
America. 

b 1930 

But whoever wrote it realized there 
are going to be a lot of good Americans 
lose their jobs if that bill passes. And if 
you go over a little further, there was 
a fund that would pay for moving ex-
penses if people lost their job as a re-
sult of that bill and they could move 
within the United States to a place to 
get a job. Unfortunately, it didn’t help 
people move to China and India and Ar-
gentina and other places where the jobs 
really moved. 

So the good news for those in the 
Senate perhaps helped by anybody in 
the House, if they try to ram that crap- 
and-trade bill through during this 
short lame-duck session then the good 
news is there is a provision in that bill 
that will help them with their moving 
expenses and perhaps to give them a 
subsidy until they find another job be-
cause there is no question there’s going 
to be people lose their job as a result of 
that bill if they vote for it during this 
lame-duck session when the public has 
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